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DECISION TO AMEND THE NON-BINDING MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR MARINE 

TURTLES OF THE ATLANTIC COAST OF AFRICA 
 
 
Pursuant to paragraph 2 of basic principles, the Signatory States, in their Second Meeting held in Dakar, 
Senegal, 5-7 March 2008, have adopted by consensus to: (1) establish an Advisory Committee, (2) 
encourage the Secretariat of the Convention to take necessary measures for effective regional 
coordination of the Memorandum, and (3) recall the decisions and accords reached during the First 
Meeting of Signatory States and make explicitly clear, in the text of this non-binding MoU, that this 
instrument is open to all States with impacts on Marine Turtles and relevant interests in the region. This 
requires three amendments to the text of the MoU as well as an amended Conservation Plan: 
 
I) Insert at the end of paragraph 4 the following text: 

“and establish an Advisory Committee, together with its Terms of Reference appended hereto.” 
 
II) Insert a new paragraph 7: 

“The Secretariat is requested to take necessary measures to enhance the functioning of the 
Memorandum by creating a Regional Coordinating Unit. The Secretariat shall inform the Signatory 
States of any such actions, providing them with relevant Terms of Reference, as well as Annual 
Reports and Work Plans of both the Secretariat and the Regional Coordinating Unit.” 

 
III) Insert a new paragraph 4 under Basic Principals: 

“This Memorandum of Understanding is open to signing by all States with jurisdiction on the 
western coast of the African continent, all States with jurisdiction in waters adjacent to the Atlantic 
Coast of Africa, any States whose flag vessels and other activities have direct effects on the marine 
turtles and their habitats of the region or anywhere in their geographic range during their life history, 
as well as any other States that are also interested in collaborating with the objective of this MoU. 
Additionally, international and national non-governmental organisations are invited to recognise the 
MoU and ensure that their activities complement and reinforce the measures contained in the 
Conservation Plan.” 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE 
FOR THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE MOU OF ABIDJAN 

 
 
OBJECTIVE OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
1. The Committee’s remit is to provide technical and scientific advice to the Signatory States, 
Secretariat, and its Regional Coordinating Unit of the MoU to promote the protection, conservation and 
recovery of marine turtle populations and of the habitats on which they depend, based on the best 
available scientific evidence, taking into account the environmental, socioeconomic and cultural 
characteristics of the Signatory States, along the Atlantic coast of Africa and related island territories 
and the high seas. 
 
 
FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
2. The Committee is first and foremost the advisory scientific and technical body of the Signatory 
States of the MoU of Abidjan, and its Secretariat. The members of the Committee will serve in their 
capacity as independent experts in topics central to the objective of the Abidjan MoU, and will not 
represent any State or organization. 
 
3. In coordination with the Signatory States and Secretariat, the Committee will assist in the 
identification of priority issues and actions, interacting with the IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist 
Group and other global organisations that provide guidelines relevant to the objective of the MoU. 
 
4. The Chair of the Committee, in consultation with the Committee, may create task forces, with 
anyone of African or non-African origin, whose expertise and experience will improve the effectiveness 
of this group in addressing particular topics of importance (for example: issues involving a specific 
species, community development, education and awareness, fisheries interactions, etc). 
 
 
The Committee will: 
 
5. Prepare, update, and distribute a three-year Work Plan, pursuant to the objectives of the MoU 
and necessities of the Signatory States. 
 
6. Support and facilitate Signatory States and diverse organizations and stakeholders in the region 
in the standardization of protocols for data gathering, storage, and analysis, as well as facilitate with 
syntheses of information relevant to the conservation of marine turtles and their habitats in the region. 
 
7. Review the Annual Reports submitted by the Signatory States, and provide recommendations 
for future reporting. 
 
8. Periodically evaluate the template of the Annual Report for the Signatory States, and, if 
considered necessary, recommend modifications. 
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9. Provide advice to Signatory States, the Secretariat, and relevant stakeholders on ethical 
considerations of scientific and management initiatives undertaken in the region. 
 
10. The Chair will provide a detailed report of the Committee’s activities, as well as the work of any 
task force that has been created, to the signatory States on an annual basis and during each meeting of 
the MoU of Abidjan. 
 
 
STRUCTURE AND COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
11. The Advisory Committee will have up to 10 members.  In appointing the Advisory Committee, 
Signatory States should strive to integrate diverse areas of expertise relevant to the objective of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (marine turtle biology, marine resource management and conservation, 
coastal development, socio-economics, community development, education, legislation and policy, 
fisheries technology, and other relevant disciplines), as well as an equitable representation of sub-regions 
and gender, to the extent possible, preferably with specialists from the region. 
 
 
NOMINATION AND SELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
12. Each Signatory State may nominate individuals to serve as members of the Advisory 
Committee, so long as each nomination is either: a) seconded by at least two other Signatory States, or 
b) not a citizen from the nominating State. Nominations may also be received from the Secretariat, the 
current Committee, and relevant organisations that work in the region. 
 
13. The Secretariat should inform the Signatory States, Committee, and relevant organizations of 
any vacancies arising from the end of a committee member’s term or other reasons, such as voluntary 
resignation.  Nominations for any vacancies should be provided in writing to the Secretariat at least 60 
days in advance of the Meeting of Signatory States, and should include a detailed and complete 
curriculum vitae, as well as letters of support from at least two other Signatory States if applicable. 
 
14. The Secretariat will circulate the nomination materials to all Signatory States.  At their meetings, 
the Signatory States should appoint by consensus the members of the Advisory Committee from among 
the individuals nominated. If every effort to appoint members of the Advisory Committee by consensus 
fails, the Signatory States shall appoint members of the Advisory Committee by election (voting). 
 
 
TENURE AND RENEWAL OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
15. Advisory Committee members will serve for three years and be eligible for re-nomination and 
reappointment at subsequent Meetings of Signatory States, or intersessionally if needed. 
 
16. Should a need arise to appoint one or more committee members intersessionally, the Signatory 
States, the Advisory Committee and/or the Secretariat may propose one or more provisional members 
for consideration by the Signatory States. The proposal(s) accompanied by the same supporting 
documents as would be required for a regular nomination, shall be communicated to the Secretariat, 
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who will communicate the nominations to the Signatory States. In the absence of an objection of any 
Signatory State, received within 30 days of the communication from the Secretariat, the interim 
appointment will be considered as having been accepted, and will become effective immediately.  If an 
objection is raised by a Signatory State, the procedure may be repeated, as appropriate, until an 
acceptable nominee is identified. The term of appointment of the provisional nominee shall expire at the 
end of the next meeting of Signatory States, or at the end a three-year tenure, which ever comes sooner. 
The provisional nominee should be eligible for nomination and appointment to the Advisory Committee, 
as a full member, at the next meeting of the Signatory States. 
 
 
INTERNAL ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
17. The Advisory Committee will select a chair from among its members, who will be the principal 
point of contact between the Advisory Committee and the Secretariat. The Chair will be responsible for 
coordinating the work of the Committee, and will insure that the Committee is adequately represented in 
regional and other meetings. The Chair, in consultation with the Secretariat, will also be responsible for 
raising funds required for the functioning of the Committee. 
 
18. Members of the Committee serve in a voluntary capacity, but may receive travel expenses to 
cover costs for attending meetings of the Committee and other relevant work to promote the objectives 
of the MoU. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 
19. To minimize costs, the Advisory Committee should conduct as much of its communications as 
possible through electronic means (e-mail).  Regular meetings of the Advisory Committee should occur 
immediately prior to the regular meetings of the Signatory States, also to minimize travel and meeting 
costs.  The Advisory Committee may also hold additional meetings in conjunction with other events, 
such as the Annual Sea Turtle Symposium and other relevant meetings. 
 
20. The Advisory Committee may invite to its meetings any scientific institutions or individual experts 
in matters pertaining to the objective of the MoU.  Observers may participate in the meetings of the 
Scientific Committee. 
 
21. The Advisory Committee Chair should participate in the meetings of the Signatory States, and 
may also participate in the meetings of related and associated agreements and organisations that the 
Signatory States deem relevant to the work of the MoU.  The other members of the Advisory 
Committee are encouraged to participate as observers in the meetings of the Signatory States. 
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