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PROPOSAL FOR THE INCLUSION OF SPECIESON THE APPENDICES OF THE
CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF MIGRATORY SPECIESOF WILD
ANIMALS
A. PROPOSAL: Liging the entire population of Rynchops flavirostris on Appendix I1.
B. PROPONENT: Government of Kenya.

C. SUPPORTING STATEMENT:

1. Taxon

1.1 Classis: Aves

1.2 Order: Charadriiformes

1.3 Family: Rynchopidae

1.4 Genus/species/subspecies. Rynchops flavirostris

1.5 Common names; English: African Skimmer, Scissorhill
French: Bec-en-ciseaux d Afrique

2. Biological data

21 Didribution
Didtributed in the Afrotropical region in mgor rivers and lakes south of the Sahara. Irregular and
uncommon at several widdly scattered localities but frequents and breeds in small numbers in eastern
and southern Africa.

2.2 Population
The numbers are estimated a 7,000 — 13,000 (West & Centrd Africa), 8,000-12,000 (East and

southern Africa). Most colonies of the species support about 50 pairs.

2.3 Habitat
Largerivers of low waters, bays, lakes, coastal lagoons, salt pans and open marshes. Rests and breeds
on sand bars and beaches within its range.

24 Migretions
Locally common resident in the Afrotropical region. Migrates north and south of Sahara in large
rivers and inland lakes.

3. Threat data

31 Direct threats

Habitat disturbance of colonies by human and cattle. Disturbance generaly affects its breeding
performance. Egg collections have been reported in some Range States. Occasional rise in water
levels during breeding swamps the breeding islands affecting breeding success.

3.2 Habitat destruction
Genera catchments degradations that affect the river flows and water volumes of lakes. Pollution and
chemical use around lakes that affect fish abundance for this species and for al other fish eating birds.
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33 Indirect threats

Overfishing and decimation of native fish fauna by introduced predators in some wetlands within its
distribution range. Dam buildings that affect the river flows and competition from other fish easting
birds particularly terns could be other factors affecting the species.

34 Threats connected especially with migrations
None known.

35 National and internationa utilisation
None known.

4. Protection status and needs

4.1 Nationa protection status
Protected under Wildlife Act as dl other wildlife species in Kenya, but has no special protection at
present.

4.2 International protection status
Listed as globaly near-threatened (NT). Additionaly listed in eastern Africa as regiondly
threatened/vulnerable. Presently not listed in any of the CMS Appendices.

4.3 Additiona protection needs
Protection of the known breeding colonies and staging areas is essentia within the Range States.

5. Range States

Angola, CAMEROON, CHAD, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO, KENYA, Malawi,
MALI, Mozambique, NIGER, NIGERIA, SENEGAL, UGANDA, UNITED REPUBLIC OF
TANZANIA, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

6. Comments from Range States

Kenya: Species currently listed as a priority for more inventories and breeding surveys.

7. Additional remarks

A monitoring programme for waterbirds including this species is on-going in Kenya, but more
specific research programmes targeting this species has been prioritized.
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