


Background on the CMS
 The Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) is an 

environmental treaty under the United Nations 
Environment Programme.

 The Convention obliges Parties to:

 Protecting migratory species;

 Conserve or restore their habitats;

 Mitigate obstacles to their migration; and 

 Controlling other factors that might endanger these 
species.



State Parties to the CMS
 The Philippines became a State Party to the CMS in 

1994.

 To date, the Philippines is the only ASEAN country 
that is a Party to the CMS.

 The Philippines encourages other ASEAN member 
countries to accede to the CMS.



Process of Accession to the CMS
 A consultation among government agencies was held 

to:

 Present the salient provisions of the CMS;

 Discuss the advantages of ratifying the CMS; and

 Discuss reservations, if any, of ratifying the CMS.



Process of Accession to the CMS
 If all government agencies are favorable to the 

ratification of the CMS, certificates of concurrence 
(COCs) were requested. 

 These COCs were signed by their respective heads of 
office.

 Once the COCs were completed, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs collated and transmitted these, along 
with an Instrument of Accession to the Office of the 
President for signature or to the Philippine Senate for 
concurrence.



Certificate of Concurrence



Process of Accession to the CMS: 
Presidential Ratification

 After signing the Instrument, the Office of the 
President returned this to the Department of Foreign 
Affairs.

 The Department transmitted the signed Instrument to 
the CMS Secretariat for deposit/registration.



Instrument of Accession 



Instrument of Ratification



Process of Accession to the CMS: 
Senate Concurrence 

 In the event that Senate Concurrence was required, the 
Department sent a copy of the treaty, along with the 
original signed Instrument of Ratification, a position 
paper and copies of the Certificates of Concurrence to 
the Philippine Senate.

 The treaty underwent three readings in the Senate, as 
well as a public hearing.



Process of Accession to the CMS: 
Senate Concurrence

 Following the hearing, the Philippine Senate voted on 
the treaty. The treaty shall be deemed approved if 2/3 
of the Senators voted for its approval.

 The Philippine Senate provided the Department with 
its concurrence.

 The Department transmitted the signed Instrument to 
the CMS Secretariat for deposit/registration.



Financial Obligations 
Under the CMS

 Article VII, paragraph 4 of the Convention states that:

 “The Conference of the Parties shall establish and keep under 
review the financial regulations of this Convention. The Conference of 
the Parties shall, at each of its ordinary meetings, adopt the budget for 
the next financial period. Each Party shall contribute to this budget 
according to a scale to be agreed upon by the Conference. Financial 
regulations, including the provisions on the budget and the scale of 
contributions as well as their modifications, shall be adopted by 
unanimous vote of the Parties present and voting.”

 The Conference of the Parties at its 11th Meeting (Quito, Ecuador, 4-9 
November 2014) adopted the scale of contributions of Parties to the 
Convention based on the UN Scale of Assessment for the 2015-2017 
triennium.


