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1. It is a general practice that the CMS Secretariat acts as the Secretariat for Memoranda of 

Understanding (MoU) concluded under CMS auspices. The CMS Secretariat acts as Secretariat 

for the MoU pursuant to MoU paragraph 2. It also acts as the MoU depositary. 

 

2. This note provides a brief overview of the Secretariat’s responsibilities as depositary and 

provides a summary of the status of signatures to the MoU and the Secretariat’s recruitment 

efforts since the MoU’s entry into effect. Section 2 briefly summarises efforts to generate a 

provisional list of competent authorities and focal points. 

 

Status of Signatures and Recruitment Efforts to Date 

 

3. The CMS Secretariat undertakes a number of activities as the MoU’s depositary. The 

primary activity is to keep track of the status of the MoU. The Secretariat keeps the original 

version of the MoU on file, it notifies the signatories of new signatures and it transmits upon 

request certified copies of the MoU to the various Signatories and organizations that have signed 

the MoU. 

 

4. Document UNEP/CMS/SC-6/Inf/2 notes that as of 1 May 2007 all 11 Range States in 

which Siberian Cranes are considered to regularly occur have now signed the MoU. The final 

signature was that of Afghanistan on 22 June 2006. 

 

5. By adding their signature to the MoU, co-operating organizations demonstrate their 

support for the implementation of the MoU and conservation plans. Some of the attributes that 

would be considered in determining whether an organisation would be invited to sign the MoU as 

a collaborator include inter alia: (i) a long term interest in the Siberian Crane; (ii) a demonstrated 

commitment towards the MoU; and (iii) a regional presence or influence, including good relations 

with Range States and national level NGOs in the agreement area. 

 

List of Designated Competent Authorities and Focal Points 

 

6. MoU paragraph 4 invites Signatories to officially designate a competent authority as a 

contact point for all matters relating to the MoU’s implementation and to communicate the name 

and address of the authority to the Secretariat. In addition to this information, it would be useful 
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to receive the name and address of an individual (focal point) within the competent authority with 

whom the Secretariat could correspond and who would have responsibility for coordinating the 

MoU’s implementation. 

 

7. Signatories were contacted and requested to inform the Secretariat if there were any 

changes to their appointed focal points and were requested to let the Secretariat know as soon as 

possible. Some Signatories came back with updates and changes. 

 

8. A revised list will be presented to the meeting as document UNEP/CMS/SC-6/Inf/5 with a 

view to obtaining any further updates. 

 

9. The list will be updated on a periodic basis. 

 

 

Action requested: 

 

The Signatories are requested to: 

 

a) Take note of the Secretariat’s brief report concerning the status of signatures and 

recruitment efforts. 

 

b) Take note of the provisional list of designated Competent Authorities and Focal Points. 

 

c) Provide updated contact information at the meeting, in writing, if it has not been already 

forwarded to the Secretariat or SCFC. 
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