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IntroductionIntroduction
•• Union of Myanmar located Union of Myanmar located 

Latitude 09Latitude 09°° 3232´́ N and 28N and 28°°
3131´́ N, Longitude 92N, Longitude 92°° 1010´́ E E 
and 101and 101°° 1111´́ E.E.

•• Total land area 675,000 sq Total land area 675,000 sq 
kilometer, its stretches 936 kilometer, its stretches 936 
km from East to West, 2051 km from East to West, 2051 
km from North to South.km from North to South.

•• The total coast line 2832 km, The total coast line 2832 km, 
more than 804 island forming more than 804 island forming 
MyeikMyeik Archipelago.Archipelago.

•• The continental shelf covers The continental shelf covers 
228,781 sq km, EEZ covering 228,781 sq km, EEZ covering 
486,000 sq km.486,000 sq km.

llamare
ANNEX 4c
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MethodologyMethodology

•• SemiSemi--structure structure 
interviewinterview

•• Questionnaire Questionnaire 
to native elderto native elder

•• Influence and Influence and 
knowledge knowledge 
person along person along 
the coastal areathe coastal area

MethodologyMethodology

•• Interview to Interview to 
the local the local 
fisher and fisher and 
people, all people, all 
stake holder stake holder 
along the along the 
coastal areacoastal area
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Survey AreaSurvey Area

•• RakhineRakhine coastal coastal 
area & area & 

•• MyeikMyeik
ArchipelagoArchipelago

Survey Area at Survey Area at 
MyeikMyeik ArchipelagoArchipelago

•• Ross islandRoss island
•• Courts islandCourts island
•• Jacks islandJacks island
•• Thompson islandThompson island
•• BentickBentick islandisland
•• LetsokLetsok--aw aw 
•• Anne islandAnne island
•• BushbyBushby islandisland
•• LampiLampi islandisland
•• KyunphilaKyunphila islandisland
•• Buda islandBuda island
•• RusselRussel islandisland
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Evidence from the pastEvidence from the past
the first Dugong (Man the first Dugong (Man AungAung Island)Island)

Since 2Since 2ndnd Nov; Nov; 
1966  a female 1966  a female 
Dugong caught Dugong caught 
by fishermen of by fishermen of 
RakhineRakhine Coast Coast 

between between 
LahpetkyunLahpetkyun
Light House Light House 

and and Kanthaya  Kanthaya  

Information of Dugong at Information of Dugong at RakhineRakhine
Coastal Area (Coastal Area (KanthayaKanthaya))

•• April; 2004 April; 2004 
female female 
Dugong was Dugong was 
caught in the caught in the 
fishermen fishermen 
gillgill--net at net at 
RakhineRakhine
Coast, Coast, 
KanthayaKanthaya
beachbeach
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Information of Dugong at Information of Dugong at RakhineRakhine
Coastal Area (Coastal Area (KanthayaKanthaya))

•• April; April; 
2004 2004 ––
female female 
Dugong Dugong 
were were 
identified identified 
at at 
KanthayaKanthaya
beachbeach Nipple

Recent InformationRecent Information
1966 1966 -- Nov: near La Nov: near La phetphet KyunKyun light house, light house, GwaGwa Township Township 
(alive)(alive)

1989 1989 -- KyeinKyein tata lili near Than near Than dwedwe River mouth (dead)River mouth (dead)
Caught by Caught by -- Shark / Rays netShark / Rays net

1998 1998 -- Ma Ma gyigyi ngungu village, village, GwaGwa Township (dead)Township (dead)
Caught by Caught by -- Shark / Rays netShark / Rays net

1998 1998 -- Dec: Ma Dec: Ma gyigyi ngungu, , GwaGwa Township (dead)Township (dead)
Caught by Caught by -- Shark / Rays netShark / Rays net

1998 1998 -- Dec: Ma Dec: Ma gyigyi ngungu, , GwaGwa Township (dead)Township (dead)
Caught by Caught by -- Shark / Rays netShark / Rays net

2000 2000 -- Feb: Ma Feb: Ma gyigyi ngungu, , GwaGwa Township (dead)Township (dead)
Caught by Caught by -- Lobster netLobster net

2004 2004 -- Apr: Kan Apr: Kan thatha yaya, , GwaGwa Township (dead)Township (dead)
Caught by Caught by –– HilsaHilsa drift drift -- netnet

2005 2005 –– TaungTaung gupgup Township, Man Township, Man aungaung Island (dead)Island (dead)
Caught  by Caught  by -- Gill Gill -- netnet
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InformatiomInformatiom of Dugong at of Dugong at RakhineRakhine
Coastal Area (Coastal Area (TaungTaung gyotgyot))

•• 2005 one 2005 one 
of the of the 
Dugong Dugong 
was caught was caught 
gillgill--net at net at 
TaungTaung
gyotgyot
RakhineRakhine
CoastCoast

InformationInformation

•• Dugong bone Dugong bone 
and skin and skin 
collected collected 
from from 
KanthayaKanthaya, , 
RakhineRakhine
coastal area.coastal area.
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Information of Dugong at Information of Dugong at RakhineRakhine
Coastal Area (Coastal Area (ChaungChaung ThaTha))

•• 2006  male 2006  male 
Dugong Dugong 
was also was also 
caught near  caught near  
ChaungChaung thatha, , 
RakhineRakhine
Coastal areaCoastal area

Information of Dugong at Information of Dugong at RakhineRakhine
Coastal Area (Coastal Area (ChaungChaung ThaTha))

•• 2006  male 2006  male 
Dugong Dugong 
was also was also 
caught near caught near 
ChaungChaung thatha, , 
RakhineRakhine
Coastal areaCoastal area
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Range Distribution at Range Distribution at 
RakhineRakhine coastal areacoastal area

•• Dugong distribution Dugong distribution 
range should be range should be 
considered from the considered from the 
South South NgweNgwe saungsaung
up to North up to North SittweSittwe..

•• Dugong is occur Dugong is occur 
from the past, and its from the past, and its 
still present at the still present at the 
RakhineRakhine coastal coastal 
area.area.

LegislationLegislation
•• The State Law and Order Restoration Council Law No.6/94, Title The State Law and Order Restoration Council Law No.6/94, Title 
•• ““ The Protection of Wildlife and Protected area LawThe Protection of Wildlife and Protected area Law”” on 8on 8thth June, June, 

1994.1994.

•• The Objective of the Law are as follow:The Objective of the Law are as follow:
•• A)A) to implement the policy of protecting wildlife of the state.to implement the policy of protecting wildlife of the state.
•• B)B) to implement the policy of conserving the protected of the statto implement the policy of conserving the protected of the state.e.
•• C)C) to carry out in accordance with International Conservations to carry out in accordance with International Conservations 

agreed by the State in respect of the protection of wild speciesagreed by the State in respect of the protection of wild species of of 
both flora and fauna and representative ecosystems occurring in both flora and fauna and representative ecosystems occurring in the the 
country.country.

•• D)D) to protect endangered species of wild flora and fauna and the to protect endangered species of wild flora and fauna and the 
habitat.habitat.

•• E)E) to contribute for the development of research and natural to contribute for the development of research and natural 
resources.resources.

•• F)F) to established zoological and botanical gardens for the protectto established zoological and botanical gardens for the protection ion 
of flora and fauna.of flora and fauna.
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Dugong is Completely Protected in MyanmarDugong is Completely Protected in Myanmar

•• In accordance with Chapter V, Article  15(a) In accordance with Chapter V, Article  15(a) 
of the protection of Wildlife and Protected of the protection of Wildlife and Protected 
Area Law, the Forest Department of the Area Law, the Forest Department of the 
Ministry of Forestry, Union of  Myanmar Ministry of Forestry, Union of  Myanmar 
issued Notification No. 583/94, dated 26issued Notification No. 583/94, dated 26thth

October 1994 under which, the Dugong was October 1994 under which, the Dugong was 
listed in the listed in the ““ Completely Protected Completely Protected 
AnimalsAnimals”” category. Since 1994,  the dugong category. Since 1994,  the dugong 
is a species that is totally protected by law in is a species that is totally protected by law in 
MyanmarMyanmar..

Information gatheringInformation gathering
•• Inside the Inside the MyeikMyeik

Archipelago Island to Archipelago Island to 
Island all Island all 
communities.communities.

•• All stake holderAll stake holder
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Main ThreatsMain Threats

•• Accidentally Accidentally 
caught by Gillcaught by Gill--
netnet

•• No huntingNo hunting
•• No demand for No demand for 

local (or) other local (or) other 
placeplace

SeagrassSeagrass species from species from 
Myeik  Myeik  ArchipelagoArchipelago

•• Ea, Ea, EnhalusEnhalus acoroidesacoroides

•• ThTh, , ThalasssiaThalasssia bemprichiibemprichii

•• Cr, Cr, CymodoceaCymodocea rotundatarotundata

•• HmHm, , HalophilaHalophila minorminor

•• SiSi, , SyringodiumSyringodium isoetifoliumisoetifolium

•• Ho, Ho, HolophilaHolophila oralisoralis

•• HuHu, , HoloduleHolodule uninervisuninervis

•• Hp, Hp, HoloduleHolodule pinifoliapinifolia
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DiscussionDiscussion
•• Dugong is presently occurring in Dugong is presently occurring in MyammarMyammar waters, since long time waters, since long time 

ago.ago.
•• There is no systematic survey and document during the past four There is no systematic survey and document during the past four 

decade. decade. 
•• It is to be considering the information from the present survey,It is to be considering the information from the present survey,

RakhineRakhine Coastal area is important in the stage, because recent Coastal area is important in the stage, because recent 
global assessments and the action plans have not listed for global assessments and the action plans have not listed for 
Myanmar as a country that still supports a population of dugong Myanmar as a country that still supports a population of dugong in in 
her waters.her waters.

•• Dugong appears not list in the whole waters but quite common in Dugong appears not list in the whole waters but quite common in 
RakhineRakhine Coastal area than other Coastal area and itCoastal area than other Coastal area and it’’s also range to s also range to 
South and Southeast Asia.South and Southeast Asia.

•• The data and information from present survey confirmed that the The data and information from present survey confirmed that the 
dugong species in this area seem to be healthy and good populatidugong species in this area seem to be healthy and good population on 
still present along the coastal waters.still present along the coastal waters.

•• There is no stress from human hunting, local consumption and There is no stress from human hunting, local consumption and 
other factors, the main threats is sometimes accidentally entangother factors, the main threats is sometimes accidentally entangle le 
by gillby gill--net.net.

DiscussionDiscussion

•• Myanmar is different from other Asian countries, they are generaMyanmar is different from other Asian countries, they are generally lly 
hunted for food and other parts for medicinal used, and their behunted for food and other parts for medicinal used, and their beliefs.liefs.

•• Myanmar is the only country and the absence of these factors forMyanmar is the only country and the absence of these factors for this this 
species, and itspecies, and it’’s still support in her waters, Myanmar can make a s still support in her waters, Myanmar can make a 
future survival of the dugong population and much brighter than future survival of the dugong population and much brighter than 
among the neighboring countries.among the neighboring countries.

•• Total nine species of Total nine species of seagrassseagrass have been recorded in Myanmar have been recorded in Myanmar 
coastal area, eight of them occurring on the coastal area, eight of them occurring on the RakhineRakhine Coastal area, Coastal area, 
HydrocharitaceaeHydrocharitaceae represent the most dominant genera in both represent the most dominant genera in both 
RakhineRakhine and and TaninthayiTaninthayi Coastal area, Coastal area, Cymodoceaceae Cymodoceaceae occurs mainly occurs mainly 
on the on the RakhineRakhine Coastal area.Coastal area.

•• SeagressSeagress meadows along the coastal area of Myanmar are  in meadows along the coastal area of Myanmar are  in 
pristine, climax condition.pristine, climax condition.
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RecommendationRecommendation

1, To conserved and protect the endangered species of Dugong ( 1, To conserved and protect the endangered species of Dugong ( Dugong Dugong 
dugondugon ) ) along the coastal area of Myanmar.along the coastal area of Myanmar.

2, To conduct scientifically survey along the distribution of th2, To conduct scientifically survey along the distribution of the e seagassseagass
bed and dugong at the bed and dugong at the RakhineRakhine and and TaninthayiTaninthayi coastal area of coastal area of 
Myanmar.Myanmar.

3, To promote collaboration workshop and survey with other 3, To promote collaboration workshop and survey with other 
international scientists, organization, and institutions, who cointernational scientists, organization, and institutions, who conserve nserve 
survey, scientifically research and conservation of dugong specisurvey, scientifically research and conservation of dugong species.es.

4, To educate the local fisherman, the fisheries officers who st4, To educate the local fisherman, the fisheries officers who stationed ationed 
along the coastal area, for the knowledge of dugong and other maalong the coastal area, for the knowledge of dugong and other marine rine 
mammals regional and internationally prohibited for killing, hunmammals regional and internationally prohibited for killing, hunting ting 
and selling.and selling.

RecommendationRecommendation
5, To prohibited the fishing grounds and fishing gears and techn5, To prohibited the fishing grounds and fishing gears and technique, to ique, to 

conserve the dugong and other marine mammals which habitat at thconserve the dugong and other marine mammals which habitat at the e 
seagrassseagrass bed areas along the Myanmar waters.bed areas along the Myanmar waters.

6, To propose research grant and funding from international 6, To propose research grant and funding from international 
organization, institutions and NGOs for the purpose of the organization, institutions and NGOs for the purpose of the 
conservation survey and management, education program of dugong,conservation survey and management, education program of dugong,
along the coastal area of Myanmar.along the coastal area of Myanmar.

7, To be establishing research station on the baseline informati7, To be establishing research station on the baseline information is on is 
available along the available along the RakhineRakhine coastal area.coastal area.
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