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2.4 Bodies of the CMS and its instruments 

  CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY SPECIES 

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES   
Decision making organ: 

Reviews implementation 
Adopts budget resolutions 
Amends Species lists 

STANDING COMMITTEE 
Regional representation 
•General policy guidance 
•Operational and financial 
direction inter-sessionally 

SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL 

• Appointed by CMS parties  &            
COP   
•Advise on scientific matters 

SECRETARIAT 
Develops/promotes 
AGREEMENTS 
Disseminates information 
Organises meetings 

WORKING GROUPS WORKING GROUPS 



Responsibilities of NFPs 

• communications;  

• dissemination of information;  

• representation at meetings;  

• responding to various requests 
for information;  

• collaboration with other 
stakeholder groups;  

• monitoring;  

• promoting and/or facilitating 
national implementation of the 
Convention 

It is not an easy position 
but one of enormous 
responsibility to the 

successful 
implementation of an 

instrument and the 
conservation and 
sustainable use of 
migratory species. 

planner 

convener 

facilitator 

fund-raiser 

catalyst 

monitor 

reporter 



43 countries: CMS Parties 

4   countries: Non-Party 

6   countries: signed Agreements and/or MOUs 

Sudan 

 

Central African 

Republic 

 

Malawi 

 

Lesotho 

Western Sahara 

 

Sierra Leone 

 

Zambia 

 

Botswana 

 

Namibia 

Africa 



Submitted National Reports 

 10 

3 

19 

36 
10 



CMS Family  
National Reporting 

National Reports can provide useful guidance to the 
implementation at national level.  

The reports show what countries have done and what still 
needs to be done, thus identifying progress and gaps in the 

implementation process.  

On the basis of this overview, countries can set priorities for 
future planning.  

When at the beginning of an implementation cycle a country is 
planning its priority activities start from the latest National 

Report submitted as a blueprint for filling gaps in its 
implementation 



6. CMS Family  
National Reporting 

• At the end of the inter-sessional period before the meetings of the 
decision-making bodies of the instruments and before the deadline 

Place and Position of National Reporting in the Overall 
Implementation Process 

• All CMS instruments include provisions for the submission of national 
reports prior to the meeting of their decision-making body. 

Legal Basis 



6. CMS Family  
National Reporting 

• Benefits of National Reporting for the 
Reporting Country 

 
– Systematic collection of data and information 
– Regular updating and archiving of this information 
– Allows countries to identify conservation issues 
– Increase in knowledge and identification of gaps 
– Tool for sharing information and bringing it to the 

public domain 
– Establishing and building a national alliance for 

implementation 
– Starting point for the planning of national 

implementation activities 
 



Step 4: Finalizing 
and preparing 
the National 
Report for 

Submission 

Step 2: Entering 
information into the 
report format as it 
becomes available 

throughout the 
implementation 

cycle 

Step3: Ensuring 
regular national 

coordination 
throughout the 
implementation 

cycle 

6. CMS Family  
National Reporting 



Merci beaucoup 
Thank you very much 


